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Albury Bonfire Boys originated in 1887 through the efforts of Mr. willlsm
Berber, a plumber and blackemith employed by Pouliers, the blacksmiths of Albury.

Hig deughter, kihel Barber aged 4 years, underwent a serious operation for the
rvemoval of a large gallstone, this being unusual in sach a young cohlld. This operation
wad performed at the R.3.C.H. Guildford. Wishing to show his gratitude to the
Hoppital he made a smealed money-box in which he placed all extra gratulties received
by him for the shoeing of horses. At that time, horses belng very mmerous, theras
wag quite a queus walbting down the street for the services of the Blackeniths,

When the box was full it was opemed and the money sent to the R.8.C.Hospital.

The local press, hearing of this, printed an article gtating that Me. Barber
had recolved an wnexpected finencdel windfell, Thig bedng qulte untrue the Hospital
spologised for this misleading statement.

At that time the Hospital depended a gresb deal on voluntery aupport, he then
decided to try to raise money on & larger scale. o with the help of his family and
others he met about doing this. He and his son Jim Barber bullt o wodel of the
Hospital which was pushed round for exhibition on & thres-wheeled truek,

Vegetables were collected and sold from a hovse-drawn cosber oart and a Ianoy
Uress Torchkight procession took place in November snd go the Albury Bonfire Boys
were launched. IMr. Willism Barber took an active interest in the "Boys" until his
death dn 1942 at the age of 95« These Focts were given to me by his daughter, Mre.
Builock of Favley Green sow aged over eighty years, who i our puest here this evening,

The Bonfire Boya were %o go on for more than 20 yearg., In the early days many
of the members were employed ot the Chilworth Gunpowder Mills which proved to be the
main suppller of cotton waste for the torches as shewn {a roplica), Also the Powder
Works provided the mesl and blagbing powder used in the iilioiﬁ wanufacture of a
particular type of firework known as a "Mover" for which the Papish of Albury wag
renowned. The procsssion was headed by the looal Consbabulery, the Albury Brass Band,
algo the Albury Drum and Mfe Band and s banner emblazoned with the words "Our Motto
is Law snd Ordes",

In the early years some of the boys' activities much ag the rolling up and down
the street of open ended Burning Tar Barrels wero not appreciated by the Law, end other
events such as the abtempted nurning of an effigy of a very wapopular local police
officer caused the Riot Act to be mpead from the steps of the Black Horse Gomshall, the
effigy wos then smuggled awasy and put into a railway goods wagon and taken to Chilworth
where it was publicly burned on the green in Ffront of the gtation at a later date.

The officer was subsequently removed to a digtant village.

The Association was postponed during the 1914-18 waw, resming again in the
19208 as the Albury, Blackheath and Chilworth Bonfire Boys.. Interest quickly revived
and $he torehlight procession mow vimited all thoec villages with pernibs to collect at
houses en route. Members dressed in feney dress, ox as guys wich collecting boxes



now mede of cocos tins etc. with 1lds soldered om., The torchos were now made from
used carbide tine stuffed with sacking moaked in paralfin

The Albury Band snd the Friary Brewery Band attended for NENy years.

Latberly the members gade up n Jazw Band, finally a Mouth Orgen Band.wasg
formed with drums which, in gpite of very sore snd swollen lipa, proved quite
melodions and sucossaful., '

The coster ocarts ~ which were now lorries supplied by F.H.Woods snd F. Hol
& Song =~ loaded with fruit and ngetables donated frow many sources was menmed by
the comter Capt, and his helpers who sold them on the roubes.

Potatoes were baked in the bread ovens by Kinga the bakers and sold along
the way by Nr. Willdem King from his motorbike snd sidecar.

The Burrey Bﬁan&ing Joint Committee issned permltes for the procession to
take place on three separate nights over a perdod of two weeks.

The finel procession round Farley Groeen, Brook and Albury Heath, ending at
the mammoth bonfilre on th@ Heath near the Williem IVth. The materdal for this
fire being given and built by the Albury Lstate under the supervigion of the Head
Foregser Me. Broce. o

The  grand finsle of theas é?fortﬁ was a Whiet Drive and Fsncy Dress Dance

held in Albury Village Hail‘which_was padked to aupacity and the event of the

Winter senson, ' ' ' |

The Raffle was drawn at this danoce, which often lucluded more thaa 100 prives,
donatoed by local peopls and tradespeople and business houses in Cuildford and.
‘Dorking obe. on cne occasion two pictures were donated by H.M. qleen Mary,

Proparations hegan for the events seversl monthe beforshand including making
the torches, collecting boxes, committes mesbings etc. These meebings taking plave
at the Albury Working Men's Club and the Willimm IVih.

Over %he years many well known names come to mind assoclated with the hard
work of the Bonfire Boys in all weathers inmeluding Mr, Jim Barber son of the founder
right through to the final meeting elso

Arrows Grovers Oabormes
Brownes Harrison Sherlocks
Brllen Heywands Smetll
Uoaper Holts tmith
Cumpewrs Killick Tugwells
Dawls Kuapps Woods

&, Etherington Miles andl countless others.
Gadde Hewnansg

T mupt emphasise the great paet the women took in the achivities of the
Bonfire Boys. Nobtably Mrs. Jim Barber, Mrs. Herbert Woods emd Mise Hellie Poulter



who was known as the Albury Bonfirve Glzl. She was the fivet holder of the "Cadgers
Cup" presented by Captaln Allee who lived at Sherborne Fapm,

litss Poulter wag at one time Vice Chaliman of the Asmoclation, Mr. Willlam
Dyaon, the Headmasber of Albury School for many years, was the Chalrman. He was
affeotionately known ag "The Gaffer'". The moneys collected were donated to the
Guildford Hospitels and the Surrey Convalescent Home at Worthing.

My gratveful thaunks go to Mr, Vic Woodd, the lagt Chairmsn of the Aldbury
Bonfire Poys, for the Records which he ao ably kept wecorded to which I have had
ACCEREY,

Foimed o Appros, 1887
Dishanded - 21/3/21947

This talk was given to the Albury Histowy Sowlety by Mr. Jack Browne.





